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UPCOMING
DATES:
May 12-15:
Medieval Congress at
Kalamazoo, with SEMAsponsored session:
Thursday, 10 a.m., #26
Cornering the Snarket
(Return of the Sting)
October 6-8:
SEMA fall meeting in
Knoxville, TN

F a l l

A S S O C I A T I O N

M e e t i n g

The annual meeting of the

conference program featured

Southeastern Medieval Associa-

fifty-nine sessions, many of

tion was held in North Little

them focused on the confer-

Rock, October 22-24. The suc-

ence theme, “Heaven, Hell, and

cessful conference was orga-

Little Rock.” With over 200

nized by Jay Ruud and Dwayne

scholars attending, this year’s

Coleman of the University of

meeting was one of the largest

Central Arkansas, and Elizabeth

gatherings of SEMA ever. The

Harper, formerly of UCA and

conference included three ple-

now at Mercer University, with

nary addresses. Stephen Owen

ample help from Katherine

(Harvard University), in a lec-

Willis, Mary Beth Sullivan, and

ture dedicated to the memory

Chris Chraun, also of UCA. The

Jay Ruud delivers his paper on Dante’s
blindness.

of SEMA-member Cynthia Ho
(see below), spoke on “The Grid
Unraveling: A Medieval City,
Chang’an.” Peter S. Hawkins
(Yale Divinity School) delivered
the second lecture, “Dante and
the Medieval ‘Other,”” and
Thomas A. Fudge (the University of New England, Australia)
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C i n d y

H o

Cynthia (Cindy) Ho, former

she served as Chair of the Lan-

Francis to medieval Japanese

president of SEMA, award-

guages and Literature Depart-

poetry.

winning teacher and scholar,

ment and Director of Humani-

and beloved friend and col-

ties.

league, died in January, 2014.

Cindy was a prolific scholar, as

Cindy received her PhD in 1989

co-editor of two collections of

from the University of Maryland

essays and author of many

and then spent most of her

articles on a variety of topics,

career at UNC-Asheville, where

ranging from Chaucer to St.
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The Battle for Jan Hus.”
At the Saturday business
luncheon, Brad Busbee
(Samford University) received
the Excellence in Teaching
Award; Larissa (Kat) Tracy
(Longwood College) received
the Award for Scholarly
Achievement, and Amy Vines
(University of North CarolinaGreensboro) and Anne Latowsky (University of South
Florida) were both awarded
the Best First Book Prize. In

M e e t i n g

addition, new officers and

C o n t i n u e d

sity).

board members were announced: President: Thomas
Farrell (Stetson University);
Vice President: Mary Valante
(Appalachian State University); board members: Brad
Busbee (Samford University)
and Aneilya Barnes (Coastal
Carolina University); and graduate student representatives:
Matt Brumit (University of
Dallas) and Joseph Wingenbach (Louisiana State Univer-

Postcards from the Edge: In between sessions,
members spent an inordinate amount of time at the
hotel bar.
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The University of Tennessee will host the annual meeting of the Southeastern Medieval Association (SEMA) on October 6-8 2016. To
coincide with the 950th anniversary of the Battle of Hastings in 1066, the theme is “Place and Power.” Not only will several sessions be
devoted to the Norman Conquest, but the call for papers will seek presentations dealing with places and power in a variety of medieval
meanings and contexts. Lawrence Nees (Art History, University of Delaware) and Elizabeth Fowler (English, University of Virginia) have
been confirmed as plenary speakers. In addition to keynote lectures, the planning committee is highlighting the resources for medievalists at UT by scheduling events at Hodges Library and the McClung museum, including a box lunch and presentation of a selection of
manuscript facsimiles at Special Collections in Hodges Library. The downtown Hilton Hotel, which is both close to UT and to numerous
restaurants, shops, and other local attractions in downtown Knoxville, is the main conference site. A cfp will follow, via listserv, southeasternmedieval.wordpress.com, and on our Facebook page.

“Quo Vadis?”

“Vero Universitas Tennessi!”

A w a r d s
Since 2007, SEMA has offered three annual

The Award for Best First Book is given for

Nominations may be made for the above

awards for teaching excellence and scholar- the best first book in a field of medieval

awards by fellow members of SEMA in good

ly achievement to recognize outstanding

scholarship. Members who have publisher

standing, by colleagues, or by self-

contributions to these fields by its mem-

their first book within the past five years

application. Please send a nominating letter

bers:

are eligible. Nominees will be asked to sub-

to our current president, Tom Farrell

mit 1) the book’s introduction and one or

(tjfarel@stetson.edu) by July 15. Candi-

two additional chapters (as pdfs); and 2) at

dates will be notified and then must send

least two published reviews of the books

supporting materials by September 1. Win-

(as pdfs).

ners will be announced at the Saturday

The Award for Teaching Excellence recognizes achievement in the teaching of medieval subjects in the past three years. Nominees will be asked to supply 1) a selection
of student evaluations for three years; 2)

The Award for Scholarly Achievement rec-

letters of support from colleagues and/or

ognizes scholars with a substantial number

deans or students; 3) a brief narrative de-

of publications (articles and/or books) with

scribing their teaching philosophy; 40) a

at least one article appearing in Medieval

list of courses taught in the medieval area

Perspectives. Nominees should submit 1)

for the past three years; and 5) a current

letters of support from colleagues and/or

curriculum vitae.

deans and students; and 2) a current curriculum vitae.
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A Message from Our Outgoing President…
Now that my tenure as SEMA’s President has come to a close, I would like to thank the many members who assisted in building and
nurturing our organization during the last two years. Foremost, our Past President Lynn Ramey left SEMA in wonderful condition:
financially comfortable, with a strong administrative structure allowing for both continuity and evolution. As Vice-President, I was
lucky to learn under her leadership. I would also like to thank SEMA’s former Treasurer, former Vice-President, and current President,
Tom Farrell, for his steady advice, and I wish him the best for his tenure. Dan O’Sullivan and his editorial team of Gila Aloni and Carl
Franks deserve our organization’s continuing gratitude for their editorial leadership of Medieval Perspectives; certainly, one of the
highlights of my tenure is that Dan, Gila, and Carl have agreed to maintain their positions for another term! I also relied heavily on,
and am deeply grateful to, the various members of the SEMA Council, including Alison Gulley, Joan McRae, Lee Follett, Dean Swinford, Anne-Marie Bouche, Elizabeth Dachowski, Mary Jane Schenck, Dana-Linn Whiteside, Jay Ruud, Dorothy Schrader, Rebecca Reynolds-Proud, Dwayne Coleman, Mary Valante, Anne Latowsky, Meredith Riedel, Tina Boyer, Larissa “Kat” Tracy, Phyllis Jestice, Amy
Vines, Máire Johnson, and Melissa Ridley Elmes. Whenever an issue arose or a subcommittee needed to be formed, SEMA’s council
members quickly responded to my calls for assistance, with patience, professionalism, and humor.
Alison Gulley has done a phenomenal job as SEMA’s Secretary. Under her leadership our website (https://
southeasternmedieval.wordpress.com) and social media presence have generated increasing interest, and she raised our organization’s
newsletter from the ashes—as evident in the words currently before your eyes. SEMA formerly blended Secretary and Treasurer into
one position but following a revision to our Constitution, we divided them into separate roles, with Michael Crafton ably serving as the
latter. It is a testament to his commitment to SEMA that he does so while serving as Provost of the University of West Georgia.
We enjoyed excellent conferences over the last two years, and I would once more like to thank Michael Crafton, Barbara Goodman, and
Alex Hall for hosting us in Atlanta in 2014 and Jay Ruud, Dwayne Coleman, and Elizabeth Harper for hosting us in Little Rock in 2015. I
have fond memories of good food and good times in both locations, as well as of countless panels featuring intriguing discussions and
presentations. I know we are all looking forward to our next conference, to be held at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, in 2016.
To my mind, SEMA stands head and shoulders above other scholarly associations for the depth of our mutual commitment and the
strength of our camaraderie. In sum, we value small egos and smart scholarship. With the organization remaining foremost in the hands
of its many members, as well as with a strong executive team in place, our future continues to look bright as we move into the future,
all the while cogitating over the meanings of the past.
Tison Pugh

...And from our New President
June Hall McCash was President of SEMA when I attended my first SEMA conference. We have had seven presidents since June, from
seven states, and I have been to SEMAs in eight states, missing another only because of a scheduling conflict. The fact that our conference is welcomed so widely across our region and that our officers have arisen from so many parts of our region is one of the great
strengths of our association. All of us have known SEMA regulars from well outside the Southeastern states, and one of my great delights as host in 2005 was welcoming conference attendees from Australia, from Spain, from more than 30 states and the District of
Columbia.
That richness in our membership, the broad participation in the range of SEMA activities, has always been the great distinguishing
strength of our Association. Because of the breadth and depth of your participation, we have a vibrant conference every year, we have
a great journal that keeps getting better, we have the commitment to welcome grad students (and to find to new ways of encouraging
their participation), and to make SEMA a valuable professional experience for them and indeed for all of us.
Those qualities were well in evidence in Little Rock last October, and this is my first public opportunity to thank Jay Ruud, Dwayne Coleman, and Liz Harper and their colleagues for carrying through to the end a tremendous effort to make us all feel welcome. I'm sure all of
you are even now at work on paper proposals for next Fall in Knoxville. Bring your friends! But more important, bring your best thinking, bring your creativity, bring your scholarly inquisitiveness, bring that willingness to engage with other scholars at all levels that
makes SEMA a great place to meet.

Tom Farrell
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Peter G. Beidler (Lehigh University), a

mostly be local, but each fall TAMU will host a enger hunt for runestones in Sigtuna,

SEMA member until his retirement, has

symposium as part of it, with invited outside

SE, sailing to the island settlement of

been named the winner of the 2016

speakers. The contents of the first book, on

Birka, SE, and visiting the Oseberg and

CARA Award for Excellence in Teach-

children’s versions of Beowulf, have already

Gokstad ship museum in Oslo, NO.

ing. This is even more of an accom-

been set; but SEMA members with research

plishment since, as Pete reported to

interests that might dovetail with the second,

Tom Farrell, "I never joined the MAA

broader collection are encouraged to contact

[Medieval Academy of America] or

Mize (bmize@tamu.edu). Britt is also hosting

heard of the CARA [Committee on Centers and Regional Associations] award,

the September meeting of the Texas Medieval sity) has been busy getting the medieAssociation in September. Please see the Call val word out. In February, she was invit-

so the email … was a total sur-

for Papers section of this newsletter.

prise." Tom Prins organized the nomination effort and a number of SEMA
folk participated.

Maire Johnson (Emporia State University)
has begun three Facebook pages of general
interest to medievalists: 1) MEDIEVALIST JOBS

Tina Boyer (Wake Forest University)

[https://www.facebook.com/

was recognized by her students and

groups/1548263235394372/]

colleagues with the Reid-Doyle Prize for
Excellence in Teaching.
Melissa Ridley Elmes (University of
North Carolina—Greensboro) defended
her dissertation, “Negotiating Violence
at the Feast in Medieval British Texts,”
under the direction of Amy Vines.
Roy Liuzza has returned to the University of Tennessee-Knoxville after a year

English at the University of Toronto.
He’s happy to be back with his UT de-

has been promoted to Full Professor.
Larissa (Kat) Tracy (Longwood Univer-

ed to speak on “Getting Medieval: Torture and Truth in the Middle Ages” at
the Watha T. Daniel/Shaw Public Library, in Washington DC, and on
“Justice, Kingship, Adultery and Treason
in Malory: Lancelot and Guinevere,
Lovers or Traitors?” at East Carolina

2) HISTORY JOBS [https://

University. In January, she was inter-

www.facebook.com/

viewed about medieval shame, adul-

groups/1594721874119585/]

tery, and treason in modern fantasy for

3) LITERATURE/LANGUAGE JOBS

the NPR show With Good Reason.

[https://www.facebook.com/

Mary Valante, Scott Jessee, and Alison

groups/372700306254104/]

Gulley (Appalachian State University)

4) Medieval Studies CALLS FOR PAPERS
[https://www.facebook.com/
groups/940876255961743/]

as Cameron Professor of Old English
and Chief Editor of the Dictionary of Old

Lorraine Stock (University of Houston)

You must ask to join, but no one is
turned away. While you’re there, make
sure to check out SEMA’s Facebook
page!

participated in a roundtable discussion
titled “The Medieval Force Awakens”
on medievalism in the latest Star Wars
movie in February.

partment and friends and looks forward
to seeing everyone at the fall meeting.
Britt Mize (Texas A&M University) was

Daniel O’Sullivan (University of Missippi) was promoted to Professor of
French.

awarded a grant by the Glasscock Center for Humanities Research at Texas

Tyler Sergent (Berea College) designed

A&M University to run a three-year

and taught a study abroad course, The

seminar on the topic of “Beowulf’s

Viking Age and Medieval Scandinavia, in

Afterlives” from fall 2016 through

summer 2015. The class visited Den-

spring 2019. The seminar will support

mark, Norway, and Sweden. Students

the development and completion of

backpacked between 15 cities and visit-

two essay collections: the first, which

ed 34 sites, including museums, recon-

Mize is co-editing with Bruce Gilchrist,

structed settlements, archaeological

on Beowulf as Children’s Literature; and

sites, and an active archaeological dig

Tyler, top, 2nd from left, and students

the second, co-editor to be determined,

(Ribe, DK). Highlights included sailing

at the Viking Ship Museum, Roskilde, DK

on other pop-culture adaptations of

the reconstructed Skuldelev 5 long ship

Beowulf. Seminar participation will

on the Roskilde Fjord, DK, doing a scav-
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Mark Bradshaw Busbee (Samford
University) published a translation of
the first (“mostly accurate,” he says)
essay on Beowulf: “A few words about
the recently published Anglo-Saxon
poem, the first edition of Beowulf” (Et
Par Ord om det nys udkomne angelsaxsiske Digt). Grundtvig-Studier
(2015): 1-55.

One: Doppelganger, Alter-Ego and Re-

editions of the songs of Thibaut de

flected Image in in Western Art: 1900-

Champagne at a special meeting of

2000.”

philologists, musicologists, and musi-

Maire Johnson (Emporia State Univer-

cians in Rome, Italy. Minority melodies

sity), “The injury of insult: punishing

accompanying Thibaut’s texts were

verbal assault in medieval Ireland’s

performed for the first time in centu-

hagiography,” Australian Celtic Journal

ries.

13 (2015): 9–32; and “In the bursting of
Albrecht Classen (University of Arizo-

Lorraine Stock (University of Houston),

an eye: blinding and blindness in medie-

na), Handbook of Medieval Studies, 3

“The Portrait of the Vilain in Chrétien

val Ireland’s hagiography,” Wounds and

vols. (Berlin and Boston: de Gruyter,

de Troyes’ Yvain and its Medieval Ana-

Wound Repair in Medieval Culture, eds.

2015); and The Forest in Medieval Ger-

logues or Adaptions in Welsh, Middle

Kelly DeVries and Larissa Tracy, (Leiden:

man Studies, (Lanham: Lexington Books

High German, and Middle English,”

Brill, 2015), 448–70.

Imaging the Epic: Essays in Honor of

2015).

F. Tyler Sergent (Berea College),

Alice M. Colby-Hall, ed. Leslie Zarker

Alan Baragona (James Madison Univer-

"Unitas Spiritus and the Originali-

Morgan, (University, MS: Romance

sity) and John Leland, Shakespeare's

ty of William of Saint-Thierry."

Monographs, Department of Modern

Prop Room: An Inventory, (West Jeffer-

Tyler’s essay appears in a volume

Languages, University of Mississippi,

son, NC: McFarland, 2016). Alan also

that he co-edited with Aage Ry-

2016), 263-77; and “Reinventing an

had a letter published in the London

dstrom-Poulsen and Marsha L.

Iconic Arthurian Moment: The Sword in

Review of Books, referencing a photo-

Dutton, Unity of Spirit: Studies on

the Stone in Films and Television,”

graph (below) taken during Allen Gins-

William of Saint-Thierry in Honor

Arthuriana 25.4 (2015): 66-83.

burg’s 1991 visit to Virginia Military

of E. Rozanne Elder, Cistercian

Institute. http://www.lrb.co.uk/v38/

Studies 268, (Collegeville, MN:

n03letters#letter11./

Cistercian Publications, 2015),

Larissa (Kat) Tracy (Longwood University), “Wounded Bodies: Kingship,
National Identity, and Illegitimate Torture in the English Arthurian Tradition,” Arthurian Literature 32 (2015): 1
–29. Her new volume, Wounds and
Wound Repair in Medieval Culture, coedited with Kelly DeVries (Leiden: Brill,
2015), includes her essay “‘Into the
hede, throw the helme and creste’:
Head Wounds and a Question of Kingship in the Stanzaic Mortte Arthur,” pp.
496-518.

144-170.
Daniel O’Sullivan (University of Mississippi) and Laine E. Doggett (St. Mary's
College of Maryland) have co-edited
Founding Feminisms in Medieval Studies: Essays in Honor of E. Jane Burns,
(Woodbridge, Suffolk: Boydell and
Brewer, 2016). It includes their introMary D. Edwards (Pratt Institute of
Art), “Cross-dressing in the Arena Chapel: Giotto’s Virtue Fortitude Reexamined,” Receptions of Antiquity, Constructions of Gender in European Art,
1300-1600, eds. Marice Rose and Alison
C. Poe, (Leiden: Brill Publishers, 2015);
and “Masaccio’s Shivering Neophyte” in
Source: Notes in the History of Art, 34
(2015). Mary also chaired a double
panel at CAA-2015 entitled “Two for

duction, “The Works of E. Jane Burns
and the Feminisms of Medieval Studies,” pp. 1-14, Dan’s essay “The Man
Backing Down from the Lady in Trobairitz Tensos,” pp. 45-60, and Laine’s essay
“Woman’s Healing: From Binaries to a
Nexus,” pp. 125-140. Dan also reports
that he, along with Marie-Genevieve
Grossel of the University of Valenciennes and Christopher Callahan and
William Hudson, both of Illinois Wesleyan University, presented new melodic
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Amy Vines (University of North Carolina-Greensboro), “Invisible Woman:
Rape as a Chivalric Necessity in Medieval Romance,” Sexual Culture in the
Literature of Medieval Britain, eds.
Amanda Hopkins, Robert Rouse, and
Cory James Rushton, (Cambridge: D.S.
Brewer, 2014), 133–147.
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Texas Medieval Association,

Proposals on all topics in medieval studies are invited for TEMA 2016. Abstracts of individual papers and sets of abstracts for full sessions are
equally welcome.
We especially hope to attract papers and panels contributing to the 2016 conference theme: in shorthand, –form–, but invoking any word
sharing this root. The numerous –form– terms, though divergent in meaning, all pertain to organization, configuration, or structured
relations. Virtually any topic in any discipline can be viewed through its engagement with these concepts. Those who wish to connect to
the conference theme may seek intersections of their areas of interest with ideas of transformation, information, conformity/nonconformity, performance, formulation, reformation, or any other component of the far-reaching –form– network.
Papers may be delivered in English or Spanish. If the presentation will be Spanish, please specify this. Send abstracts of approximately 200
words to Britt Mize (bmize@tamu.edu) no later than August 1, 2016. Early submission is encouraged: rolling acceptance will begin on May
31, 2016, and space may become limited after this date. Among proposals for full sessions, those including participants from more than
one institution may be given priority. A prize will be awarded for the best paper by a graduate student.

MAMA XL: Mid-America Medieval Association, Saturday, 17 Sept. 2016: Other Worlds
Emporia State University
Papers are invited on any medieval topic, including those aligned with the conference theme. “Other Worlds” can be construed to encompass
many other worlds indeed, spiritual, supernatural, imaginary or fanciful, social, physical, metaphysical, psychological, gendered, ethnic, geographical—with Paradise, Purgatory, Hell, the past, the future, the cloister, the college, the East, Islam, Judaism, social classes other than one’s own,
lands other than one’s own, Camelot, Avalon, and faerie, itself, representing only a few of the possibilities.
Please send 250-word abstracts no later than 6 May 2016 to:
Mel Storm
Department of English, Modern Language, and Journalism
Emporia State University
1 Kellogg Circle
Emporia, KS 66801
mstorm@emporia.edu
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We’re on the Web:
southeasternmedieval.
wordpress.com

The mission of the Southeastern Medieval Association (SEMA) is to promote the study and
enjoyment of the Middle Ages by students at
every level of expertise. Professional and independent scholars from various branches of
medieval studies–history, arts, science, philosophy, archaeology, paleography, theology,
language, and literatures–make the Association’s annual meeting a forum for scholarly
and pedagogical growth within those disciplines as well as a platform for interdisciplinary
exchange and collaboration. Members publish
their research in the Association’s refereed
journal, Medieval Perspectives. The SEMA Executive Council comprises representatives
from various fields of medieval studies and
from the ranks of graduate students members.
Please “like” us on Facebook

Scholars of the art, history, literature, and
philosophy of the MIddle Ages
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Erratum: After sending out what I

twenty-second annual meeting at the

bridge that runs over the Brazos River.

thought was the inaugural issue of our

western edge of the association’s

We had it all.” Clearly, life was simpler

association’s newsletter, several mem-

sphere of influence, it was well-

20 years ago.

bers—thank you Ordelle Hill and Frans

attended. No one was attacked or ab-

van Liere (Calvin College)—noted that

ducted by the outlaws, desperadoes, or

SEMA had not one but two series

other denizens of the Wild West often

through the 90’s and early 2000’s. All I

associated with Texas in general and

can do is plead amnesia. Tison Pugh dug

with Waco in particular…. We had medi-

around in what must be a well-ordered

eval music accompanied by Tom Hanks

office and unearthed several issues,

reading from Chaucer, and a Middle

which I hope to make available soon on

Dutch play accompanied by ribald com-

our web site. In the meantime, here’s a

ments and thrown objects from select

bit from 1997: “Even though the South-

members of the audience. And we had

eastern Medieval Association held its

barbecue dinner on the suspension

And finally… Please send items to be
included in the Fall, 2016 newsletter to
Alison Gulley at gulleyea@appstate.edu
no later than August 15. Forthcoming
publications will be listed after they
appear in print. If you have announcements or CFP’s that you’d like the membership to receive before the next
newsletter, please consider posting on
our Facebook page.

Bot this y knowe and this y wot,
That y have do my trewe peyne
With rude wordis and with pleyne,
In al that evere y couthe and myghte,
This bok to write as y behighte,
8

Explicit.

