
oles, and Arthurian literature. 
She authored several books 
on early English law, including 
The Beginnings of English 
Law (Toronto, 2002) and The 
Body Legal in Barbarian Law 
(Toronto, 2011). During her 
distinguished career at LSU, 
she received many awards, 
including the English Gradu-
ate Student Association 
Award for Outstanding Faculty 
Member and the university's 
prestigious Distinguished Re-
search Master award. Along-
side her commitment to aca-
demics, Lisi loved music 
(ukulele, mandolin, and sing-
ing), bicycling (in Louisiana 
and France), rooting for the 
Lady Tigers basketball team, 
and – most important – her 
dogs, Jasper and Pilot.    

SEMA has lost a long-time 
friend and active member . 
Elisabeth (Lisi) Oliver, pro-
fessor of English and Lin-
guistics at Louisiana State 
University, died in June in a 
bicycling accident. The recip-
ient of the 2013 SEMA 
Award for Excellence in 
Teaching, Lisi will be remem-
bered for her dedication to 
students, many of whom 
regarded her as “an adoptive 
mother.” Her goal at LSU, 
she once said, was to make 
"a large university feel like a 
small and dynamic learning 
community." Born in 1951 in 
Frankfurt, Germany, Lisi at-
tended Smith College in 
Northampton, Massachu-
setts, and worked for several 
years at the Opera Company 

of Boston. Later, she attend-
ed  Harvard University and 
received her PhD in Linguis-
tics in 1995. She joined the 
LSU English department in 
1996 where she taught early 
medieval and comparative 

law—her specialty—as well 
as  classes in historical lin-
guistics,  Pidgins and Cre-

SEMA’s 2015 fall meeting 
will take place October 22-24 
at the Wyndham Riverfront in  
North Little Rock.  Sponsored 
by the University of Central 
Arkansas, and focused on 
the theme “Heaven, Hell, and 
Little Rock,” the conference 
will feature almost 60 multi-
disciplinary panels and three 
plenary lectures. Peter S. 
Hawkins (Yale Divinity 
School, author of Dante’s 
Testaments: Essays on 
Scriptural Imagination and 
Dante: A Brief History) will 

speak on “Dante’s ‘Other’: 
Thinking Outside the Chris-
tian Box.” Thomas A. Fudge 
(the University of New Eng-
land, author of Heresy and 
Hussites in Late Medieval 
Europe and The Trial of Jan 
Hus: Medieval Heresy and 
Criminal Procedure) will give 
a plenary address on Hus 
and his martyrdom.  The 
third plenary speaker will be 
Stephen Owen (Harvard 
University, author of The 
Late Tang: Chinese Poetry 
of the Mid-Ninth Century 

(827-860) and The Making of 
Early Chinese Classical Poet-
ry among others) who will 
speak on Tang poetry and 
culture.  

The Lone Medievalist, an 
organization for medieval 
scholars who are the only 
medievalists on their campus 
or in their department, will be 
gathering at SEMA!  
At 5:00pm on Friday, 
October 23rd we have a 
room reserved at Cregeen's 
Irish Pub (301 Main Street 
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North, Little Rock, AR 
72114).  If you would like to  
join us, we need an RSVP 
to  thelonemedievalistonline
@gmail.com as there are 
only 20 seats available 
(these seats will be given to 
the first 20 people who re-
spond). We hope to see you 
there! 

 
 
 
 

Thomas Farrell. “The 
Meanings of  Middle Eng-
lish Wight.” Chaucer Re-
view 50 (2015): 178-97. 

Perry Neil Harrison. "On the 
University of Memphis' L'Idola-
trie Huguenote." Notes and 
Queries 62.4 (Dec. 2015). 
 
Sally Newell. “East 
Meets West Along a Fault 
Line: Love in Shota 
Rustaveli’s The Man in 
the Panther’s Skin and 

Melissa Ridley Elmes. 
"Episodic Arthur: Mer-
lin, Camelot and the 
Visual Modernization of 
the Medieval Literary 
Romance Tradition." 
The Middle Ages on 
Television. Eds. Meri-
am Pages and Karolyn 
Kinane.  Jefferson, NC: 
McFarland, 2015.  99-
121. 
 

Chrétien de Troyes’ 
Arthurian Romances.” 
The Kartvelologist: 
Journal of Georgian 
Studies 22 (Winter 
2014): 127-43.  
 
 
 

 

 
Steve Guthrie is pleased to announce his new interactive online edition of Troilus 
and Criseyde, based on the Corpus Christi manuscript, with full apparatus, marginal 
glosses, and mouseover explanatory and textual notes.  The edition is free to anyone 
at agnesscott.edu/english/troilusandcriseyde.  He writes that he “aims to provide an 
online edition which is both editorially responsible and accessible to present-day 
readers, both Chaucerians and students.  It is not a translation or modernization, 
except insofar as every edition modernizes, for example by adding phrase and sen-
tence punctuation and quotation marks.  Early in the poem, it normalizes the more 
obscure spellings of high-frequency words, not to the broad range of Middle English 
but to the more recognizable values of Corpus Christi and the other principal early 
manuscripts of the poem.  As the poem continues, normalizing diminishes, so that by 
the end of the text the spelling closely resembles that of the base manuscript.” The 
online edition is revisable, and he welcomes suggestions for glosses and notes, and 
for additions to the bibliography. 
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Fall Meeting Cont’d    Who Wore it Best? 

 Freya (Debbie Best) vs.       Lewis (as in Isle of…  Mary Valante) 
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Texts, under the direction of 

Amy N. Vines. 

Steve Guthrie retired in June 
from Agnes Scott College, 
where he has taught courses 
in medieval literature, history 
of the English language, 
American Indian literature, 
and the detective novel since 
joining the faculty in 1985. He 
plans to get rid of stuff, grow 
heirloom tomatoes, and 

spend time with his grand-
kids. 

Jo Koster was named Win-
throp University’s Distin-
guished Professor of the 
Year, due in large part to her 
work in the Medieval Studies 
Program and to her work with 
SEMA. In the citation read at 
last spring’s commencement, 
Jo was described as, among 
many other qualities, “at once 
a Medievalist who speaks 
and reads Latin; a social me-
dia connoisseur who tweets 
and posts on Facebook; a 
poet, a  linguist, and a schol-
ar of new media; and a lover 
of all things from Chaucer to 
Tolkien, Sherlock Holmes, 
and Doctor Who.” The 2014 

winner of the SEMA 
Teaching Award, Jo was 
also described as a dedi-
cated teacher who shares 
her passions and talents 
selflessly with her stu-
dents. 

Melanie Maddox  begins 

a tenure-track position in 
the History Department of.  
the Citadel. Melanie re-
ceived her PhD from St. 
Andrews in Scotland, and 
has been employed as 
Visiting Assistant Profes-
sor at the Citadel for the 
past three years. 

Alan Baragona will be 
spending the year at James 
Madison University as Visit-
ing Assistant Professor.  He 
also notes that the Chaucer 
Metapage, which he helps 
maintain, now has a Face-
book presence.  

David Clark has defended 
his dissertation, Masses and 
Feast Days in the Morte 
Darthur, at Baylor University. 
He has accepted a job at 
Suffolk Community College 
on Long Island, where he’ll 
teach composition and litera-
ture. Meanwhile, his wife  
Wendy will enter an M.A. 
program in ballet pedagogy 
at NYU. 

Melissa Ridley Elmes won 
the University of North Caroli-
na—Greensboro English 
Department’s Outstanding 
Graduate Student Teaching 
Award. She has also re-
ceived the UNCG College of 
Arts and Sciences Bernard 
Dissertation Fellowship for-
work on her dissertation, 
Feasts and Feasting as Rhe-
torical Acts and Cultural Arti-
facts in Medieval British 

S c h o l a r s h i p  c o n t ’ d  
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Toirdelbach Ua Concho-
bair’s bid for the high-
kingship;” and Patrick 
Wadden. “The Normans 
and the Irish Sea world in 

the era of the Battle of 
Clontarf.” 
 
Larissa “Kat” Tracy has a new 
online essay of interest for 
teachers and students (and fans 
of Game of Thrones): “The 
Shame Game: Medieval Adul-
tery, Public Shaming, and Game 
of Game of Thrones”: 
http://www.longwood.edu/
gotcerseishaming.html 

 
Several members have 
forthcoming works that will 
be announced in future 
newsletters. 

Melanie C. Maddox. 
“Queen or Puppet Lady?: 
Æthelflaed’s role in the Poli-
tics, Economics and Identity 
of Mercia', Quaestiones 
Medii Aevi Novae 19 (2015), 
Forthcoming. 

Vicky McAlister has 
co-edited (with Terry 
Barry) the new Space 
and Settlement in Me-
dieval Ireland (Four 
Courts Press, 2015), 
which features, in addi-
tion to her own essay, 
“The death of the tower 
house? An examina-
tion of the decline of 
the Irish castle tradi-
tion,” offerings from 
SEMA members: Mary 
Valante. “Fleets, forts 
and the geography of 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Maire Niamh will begin a new 
tenure track position as Assis-
tant Professor of Medieval Eu-
ropean History in the Depart-
ment of Social  Sciences at 
Emporia State in Kansas, after 
two years as Visiting Assistant 
Professor at Elizabethtown 
College. 
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Call for Contributors: 
Mighty Protectors for the Merchant Class: Saints as Intercessors between the Wealthy and he Divine. 
 
By the late medieval period, merchants formed an integral part of urban society; among their activities, they facilitated trade be-
tween city centers, participated in the governing of cities, and were patrons of churches and monasteries. At the same time, the 
wealth that they amassed and their sometimes morally dubious activities, such as money lending, often left merchants fearful of 
what the afterlife would bring, causing them to appeal directly to specific saints for intercession. This essay collection explores 
the religious lives of these elite members of urban society, specifically considering the individual holy persons to whom mer-
chants appealed for their earthly protection and heavenly salvation as well as the manner in which they made these appeals. 
 
We are seeking contributions focused on the Mediterranean, Flemish, and/or the Hanseatic League areas to complement our 
current slate of interdisciplinary essays. We welcome essays from any discipline: history, art history, literature, religious studies, 
music, and beyond. 
 
If you are interested in contributing to this project, please contact editors Emily Kelley (edkelley@svsu.edu) or Cynthia Turner 
Camp (ctcamp@uga.edu) for further details. 
 
The 10th Annual Meeting in the Middle Undergraduate Research Conference in Medieval and Renaissance Studies will 
take place April 9-10, 2016, and Longwood University in Farmville, Virginia. Abstracts from undergraduates are due to Dr. Larissa 
Tracy by January 20, 2016 at  tracylc@longwood.edu. 
 
The Lone Medievalist is a website designed to create a community for medieval scholars who are the only medieval-
ists on their campus or in their department. The website is open to all medievalists as it creates a larger community 
and provides this community with more resources. If you would like to join us, look us up at thelonemedievalist.com or 
find us on social media. 
 

And finally… Please send items to be included in the Spring, 2016 newsletter to Alison Gulley at gulleyea@appstate.edu. Forth-

coming publications will be listed after they appear in print. If you have announcements or CFP’s that you’d like the membership 

to receive before the next newsletter, please consider posting on our Facebook page.   

  

§ And if ther be any thyng that displese hem, I preye hem also that they arrette it to the defaute of myn unkonnynge, and nat to my § 
wyl, that wolde ful fayn have seyd bettre if I hadde had konnynge. 

 

 

The mission of the Southeastern Medieval 
Association (SEMA) is to promote the study 
and enjoyment of the Middle Ages by stu-
dents at every level of expertise. Profes-
sional and independent scholars from vari-
ous branches of medieval studies–history, 
arts, science, philosophy, archaeology, 
paleography, theology, language, and liter-
atures–make the Association’s annual 
meeting a forum for scholarly and peda-
gogical growth within those disciplines as 
well as a platform for interdisciplinary ex-
change and collaboration. Members pub-
lish their research in the Association’s ref-
ereed journal, Medieval Perspec-
tives. The SEMA Executive Council is com-
prised of representatives from various 
fields of medieval studies and from the 
ranks of graduate students members. 

   Please “like” us on Facebook . 

 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s  a n d  C a l l s  F o r  P a p e r s  

scholars of art, history, literature,  
philosophy of the Middle Ages 

WE’RE ON THE WEB: 

southeasternmedieval.
wordpress.com 
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